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ceeded by smooth pulpy, edible,
egg-shaped fruits. 0. tuna is a lar-
ger species, more spiny, with larger

Prickly Pear.    Cactus of tropical
America, Opuntia microdasys

fruit (West Indies) ; and 0. ficus-
indica (Mexico) furnishes the so-
called Indian figs. The last named
species was introduced into the
Mediterranean area for the sake of
its fruit; but, finding the climate
suitable, it spread so rapidly that
it became a pest.

Prick-Song. Term formerly
used for music which was written
down, prick, in the sense of a mark,
being an old name for a musical
note. The term was also applied to
divisions upon a ground, and to
descant upon plainsong.

Pride, THOMAS (d. 1658), Eng-
lish regicide.    On the outbreak of
the Civil War he joined the parlia-
mentary army and won. rapid pro-
motion.   In 1645 he distinguished
himself in command of a regiment
at the battle of Naseby. On Dec. 6,
1648, to prevent the parliament
from coming to an agreement with
the king, Colonel Pride, with a body
of   soldiers,   forcibly   prevented
about 140 members from taking
their seats,  arresting over 40 of
them.   This episode is known as
Pride's Purge. At the beginning of
the following year he was one of the
commissioners   at   the   trial    of
Charles I, and signed the death
warrant.   He died Oct. 23, 1658.
Pride and Prejudice. Novel by
Jane Austen. Written during 1796-
97, it was originally entitled First
Impressions,     The author's first
novel,  it  was  published   anony-
mously in 1813, two years after the
appearance of her second book,
Sense and Sensibility.   One of her
most popular works, it is notable
for the finely drawn portrait of the
vivacious Elizabeth Bennet, whose
prejudice against the proud Mr.
Darey gradually turns to Tinder-
standing and love.   Its subsidiary
characters reveal Jane Austen as a

master of gentle satire : the bril-
liantly drawn portraits of Mr. and
Mrs. Bonnet, the sycophantic Mr.
Collins, the bombastic Lady
Catherine de Burgh, and the feck-
less Lydia Bennet. The host-
known dramatisation was that by
Helen Jerome, produced at St.
James's Theatre, London, 1936,
Another, Miss Elizabeth Bennet,
by A. A. Milne (1936), was also
based on the novel. A film version,
1940, starred Greer Garson and
Laurence Olivier.

Prideaux, HUMPHREY (1648-
1724). British Orientalist and di-
vine. He was born May 3, 1648,
at Padstow, Cornwall, and edu-
cated at Liskeard and Bodinin
grammar schools, at Westminster,
and at Christ Church, Oxford,
where he was distinguished for his
scholarship. In 1681 he became
canon of Norwich, and during
1688-94 was archdeacon of Suffolk.
He succeeded Fairfax as dean of
Norwich in 1702, died there, Nov.
1, 1724, and is buried in the cathe-
dral. Among his works are Life of
Mahomet, 1697 ; and The Con-
nection, 1717-18.

Prie-Dieu (Fr., pray God).
Small wooden desk for prayers. It
has a cushioned kneeling-piece and
a sloping shelf for books. The
name came into use in the early
17th century. See Faldstool.

Priego de Cordova. Town of
Spain, in the prov. of Cordova. It
stands in a fertile plain, 47 m. S.E.
of Cordova, and has a 13th century
church. Industries include tan-
ning and the manufacture of cotton
and silken goods, nigs, and esparto
fabrics, while a thriving trade is
carried on in oil, wine, cattle,
horses, and mules, for which the
district is noted. A Moorish strong-
hold, Priego was captured by the
Christians in 1226, retaken by the
Moors, and finally reconquered in
1407. Pop. (1950) 27,093.

Priessnitz, VINOBNZ (1799-
1851). A German hydropathist.
Born at Graf enberg, Silesia, Oct. 5,
1799, he became a farmer. Having
obtained the idea of the water cure
for illness, he practised it on his
animals and then on himself. So
successful was he that he extended
his farm buildings to form a hydro-
pathic establishment, the precursor
of many others. He died Nov. 28,
1851. The system of Priessnitz
consisted essentially in the applica-
tion of cold water to all parts of the
body by bandages and other de-
vices, supplemented by careful
diet, exercise, and fresh air.

Priest (Gr. presbyteros, elder).
Term for a member of the second
order of the Christian ministry.

The original signification of the
word, which is used in connexion
with officiating ministers in pagan
temples as well as in Christian
churches, though not in the Free
churches, is doubtful; but it is
used by the English translators of
the O.T. as an equivalent of the
Hebrew cohen, which implies one
who stands as mediator between
his fellow-men and God. In the
N.T. the translators also use the
word priest as an equivalent of
the Greek hiereus (Lat. sacerdos),
sacrificing priest. Though in com-
mon use at the beginning of the 3rd
century, the word priest (hiereus)
is not applied in the N.T. to a Chris-
tian minister as distinct from the
Christian people. It occurs, how-
ever, in reference to Jewish priests,
to the priest of Jupiter at Lystra
(Acts 14, v. 13), and to our Lord
(Heb. 7, w. 16-17 ; 8, v. 4). See
Clergy; High Priest; Holy Orders;
Minister; Sacerdotalism.

Priest Gun. Self-propelled
British gun used in the Second
Great War. It was a 105-mm. high-
velocity gun-howitzer, on a General
Grant tank chassis. First used by
the 8th army at Alamein, it was de-
cisive against the German 88-mm.
anti-tank gun.

Priestley, JOHN BOYNTON (b.
1894). English critic, novelist, and
playwright. He was born Sept. 13,
1894, son of
a Bradford
schoolmaster,
and was edu-
cated there
and at Triiiity
Hall, Cam-
bridge, also
serving in the
First Great
War. His liter- J. B. Priestley,
ary career EngUsh **"
opened with verses, The Chapman
of Rhymes; reputation grew with
Brief Diversions, 1922; two short
novels published in 1927; and
studies of Meredith and Peacock ;
then in 1929 The Good Companions
(q.v.) proved a best-seller, ranked by
some as a picaresque novel in the
Fielding tradition. Next year came
Angel Pavement, a sombre master-
piece of middle-class life in London,
and there were later novels of the
same length and style.

Priestley's first play, and one of
his best, was Dangerous Corner,

1932.     He succeeded with pure
comedy    in    Laburnum    Grove,

1933.    After coming out as a writer
with  social   purpose in   English
Journey,   1934,   he   launched  a
memorable series of plays present-
ing   aspects   of  the  problem  of
time, in which he owed much to the

